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HIDEAWAY HARBOR PARK HOSTS ANNUAL EAGLE WATCH
Free Fun for the Entire Family!
ST. CHARLES COUNTY, MO – Each winter, thousands of bald
eagles take up residence in Missouri where they can find open
water and plenty of food. To celebrate their return, the
St. Charles County Parks and Recreation Department is hosting
its annual Bald Eagle Winter Watch program from 9 a.m. to
noon, Saturday, Feb. 25, at Hideaway Harbor Park near Portage
Des Sioux. Anyone is welcome to participate in this free
program, where guests look for bald eagles, get up close and
personal with the Wild Bird Sanctuary’s bald eagle, Patriot, and
even help to build a life-sized eagle’s nest.
“Eagle watching at Hideaway Harbor Park is a tradition,” says
A young park guest gets a closer look at a bald eagle at
Bettie Yahn-Kramer, Director of St. Charles County Parks and
Hideaway Harbor Park.
Recreation. “Over the years, we’ve seen eagles soaring across
the park sky, perched in large pecan trees in the park, and feeding off the Mississippi River. It is a spectacular
sight!”
During Bald Eagle Winter Watch, guests look for live eagles – soaring, flying, swooping down on prey, fishing,
nesting and perching in park trees – through telescopes provided by the Astronomical Society of Eastern
Missouri (ASEM). They can take photos with Patriot from 9:30–11:30 a.m. at the park that day.
Those who come close to the 9 a.m. start of the event can assist park staff in building a life-sized eagle’s nest.
When it’s complete, they are able to step inside the huge roost for a fun picture! Additional family-friendly
activities include a craft table for the kids and a nature scavenger hunt. Fire rings and hot cocoa help take off
the winter chill.
Those planning to head out to Hideaway Harbor Park that day are encouraged to bring their cameras. There
are always plenty of photo ops!
Hideaway Harbor Park, located at 1550 Hideaway Harbor Dr. near Portage Des Sioux, is home to many birds
and wildlife in the area. The 48-acre riverside park is a popular destination for fishermen and recreational
boaters, and features spectacular views of the Mississippi River and the scenic Alton bluffs.
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To get to Hideaway Harbor Park from Highway 370 in St. Charles: take Highway 94 North to Grafton Ferry
Road (approximately eight miles). Turn left on Grafton Ferry Road and turn right on Portage Road until you
reach Sioux Drive. Turn left on Sioux Drive into the park.
In the event of inclement weather, call the park information hotline at 636-707-0011 or check for program alerts
on our website at www.stccparks.org.
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About St. Charles County Parks & Recreation
The St. Charles County Parks & Recreation Department offers unique parks, diverse facilities and a broad range of programs and
special events for all ages. The County currently operates 12 parks, including a Youth Activity Park and the recently acquired Historic
Daniel Boone Home at Lindenwood Park. Plans for a new park at Kisker Road and Highway 94 are underway.
For more information and specifics about each park, visit www.stccparks.org.
About St. Charles County
Founded in 1812, St. Charles County is one of the fastest growing counties in Missouri, and the state’s third largest county in both
population and economic share. St. Charles County consistently ranks one of the healthiest places to live in Missouri in the County
Health Rankings report published by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute.
It is home to 12 scenic county parks encompassing more than 2,800 acres with additional land under development and more in reserve
for future development.
With a population of 385,840, St Charles County is home to large employers including Citi, MasterCard Worldwide, Boeing and General
Motors. It is ranked among the top 25 counties in the nation in high-tech job growth by the Progressive Policy Institute and consistently
has the lowest unemployment rate in the Metropolitan St. Louis area.
St. Charles County employs nearly 1,100 in more than 30 departments and offices, who work to make the county an excellent place to
live, work and shop.
For more information, please visit www.sccmo.org.
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