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COVID-19: St. Charles County
•
•

The Health Departments of county governments in the
St. Louis region all responded differently to the pandemic.
In St. Charles County, we:

•
•
•
•

Let the customers, rather than government, decide
which businesses were “essential.”
Launched a campaign to educate the people on the
benefits of wearing a mask and social distancing.
Worked with school districts to keep students and
teachers safe but left school boards to decide when
and how to open schools in September.
Worked with bars and restaurants to keep their patrons
safe but did not close them except for an 11 p.m.
closing for five weeks at the peak of the pandemic.

COVID-19: St. Charles County
•
•

Each county in the St. Louis region
experienced different results with the
measures they imposed over the last year.
The numbers for St. Charles County for the
last year were much better on
hospitalizations and death rates.

PERCENTAGE OF ESTIMATED POPULATION HOSPITALIZED

Number of
COVID
Patients

Percent in
Intensive
Care

Percent of
Population

St. Charles County

2,201

27.2

.54

Missouri

40,808

39.2

.66

St. Louis County

7,140

43.1

.71

St. Louis City

2,247

35.2

.77

Source: Missouri Hospital Association Regional COVID-19 Dashboard

PERCENTAGE OF ESTIMATED POPULATION DECEASED

CONFIRMED
Deaths

Percent of
Population

St. Charles County

469

.11

Missouri

8,435

.14

St. Louis County

2,081

.21

St. Louis City

445

.15

Source: State, County and City websites

Unemployment Rate Comparison for STL Region

Source: Economic Development Council of St. Charles County

COVID-19: Holiday Impacts

Peak Date: Nov. 14 (521 cases)

COVID-19: Holiday Impacts
•
•
•

•
•

•

Alarming uptick in COVID-19 deaths, positive cases
and hospitalizations in November.
Bars closing at 11 p.m. in St. Louis, St. Louis County,
and Illinois resulted in influx to St. Charles County.
County escalated communications to encourage
residents to practice precautions.
Masks were distributed to shoppers who wanted
one over Thanksgiving weekend.
Department of Public Health ordered Nov. 24, 2020,
for bars and nightclubs to close by 11 p.m.

Order suspended Jan. 11, 2021, after it
was clear there had been no spike
from New Year’s Eve.

Education Rather than Coercion

Community Education Samples

COVID-19: Schools
•
•

In August 2020, County rejected pleas
from teachers’ unions to order the
schools closed.
St. Charles County’s five public school
districts, and most of its private and
parochial schools provided the
opportunity for parents and students to
choose in-person learning for 2020-2021
school year.

•

80 percent chose to return to
in-person learning.

COVID-19: Schools
•
•

•

All schools worked with the Department
of Public Health to create safe
environments for in-person learning.
In December 2020, after approval by the
state, Department of Public Health
worked with the schools to alter
quarantine regulations to keep more
students in school.
In March 2021, Public Health announced
that teachers would be given priority
when the state moves to the next
category of eligibility.

COVID-19:
Employees and Volunteers
THANK YOU to all County employees and
volunteers for your efforts during the pandemic!

•
•

Public Health staff have done an amazing job working
continuously on pandemic efforts.
Volunteers have handled a variety of tasks:

•
•
•
•

•
•

COVID-19 Hotline
Contact tracing/investigations
Vaccination clinics: Vaccinations, screenings,
line monitoring, runners, scribes, vaccine scheduling
Health screenings at County buildings

Family Arena staff helped with drive-through COVID testing,
health screenings at County buildings, mask distribution events,
and vaccination clinics.
Outside of Public Health staff, County employees have
helped with hotline calls, mask distribution, and
more.

COVID-19: Building Improvements
All projects were paid for through
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act funding to improve
health and safety:

•
•
•

Drop Boxes
QLess
Construction

•

Approx. $20.8 million in
renovations and modifications to
the County Administration
Building, County Jail and
Department of Public Health.

Growth Brings Infrastructure Needs
•

•

•

The Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) is responsible for
building and expanding interstates and state routes, including lettered routes.

Funding comes from Missouri registration and licensing fees, motor vehicle
sales tax, federal revenue, state general revenue, bond proceeds, and a
misnamed “Gas tax,” which is really a user fee.
A strategic plan by the Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission
(MHTC) has prioritized maintenance of the existing system. That may be
sufficient for most of Missouri’s counties that are not growing.

Growth Brings Infrastructure Needs
•

•

Those Missouri counties that are growing, and especially St. Charles County,
need capacity and safety improvements. To meet those needs, St. Charles
County and its municipalities have provided more than $160 million in local
and federal dollars to MoDOT to improve state’s system within the county.
As St. Charles County continues to grow, infrastructure needs to be
maintained, improved and expanded – which takes adequate funding on the
state level. Funding should be provided to counties that are growing.

% Increase in
Total Jobs
(Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Quarterly Census of Employment and
Wages, Jan. 2015-Sept. 2020)

% of Federal Dollars for
Transportation
(Source: East-West Gateway Council of
Governments, 2021-2024 TIP)

% of MoDOT Dollars for
Transportation
(Source: East-West Gateway Council of
Governments, MoDOT TIP 2021-2024)

St. Charles
County

St. Louis
County

St. Louis
City

11.3

2.21

-4.9

17.5

49.9

15.6

15.6

51.4

13.8

Growth Brings
Infrastructure Needs
Wentzville Bottleneck
Ranked the #1 bottleneck location in the
St. Louis region by East-West Gateway, and
#36 in the nation.

•

•

County advanced $1 million for design of an
improved intersection near the curve, hopeful
the project will be included on MoDOT’s STIP
this spring.
We will have 30,000 more citizens in our
county before construction even
begins.

Growth Brings Infrastructure Needs
I-70 Cave
Springs to
Fairgrounds

Growth Brings Infrastructure Needs
I-70 Cave Springs to Fairgrounds

•
•

MoDOT has committed to spending $60 million to continue improvements
from Fairgrounds to Cave Springs interchange.
Will make the corridor safer and more efficient, impact economic growth.

Parks Sets New Attendance Record
•
•

St. Charles County Parks had a record attendance year in 2020 with
4,552,044 visitors, an increase of 1,988,844 over 2019.
Surpassed the 3 million visitors mark at the end of August.

Parks’ New Amenities
Several new and recently added parks
features enticed and continue to attract
visitors as well, including:

•
•
•

•

The largest pump track in the
United States at the Youth Activity
Park.
The Daniel Boone Hays Home
at Matson Hill Park.
The Landhaus event venue at
The Park at New Melle Lakes.
The Veterans Memorial Garden at
Veterans Tribute Park.

Policing During Protests
•

•

In 2020, nine demonstrations with crowds of 50-1,500 were held in
St. Charles County after the death of George Floyd. County Police
received assistance from surrounding agencies, but still logged nearly
2,500 hours of overtime.
Several arrests were made when protesters blocked the interstate.

Taxing Year for County
Law Enforcement
Vehicle Break-ins and Thefts

•
•
•

Task Force has made 81 arrests as of
March 23, seized weapons and
recovered stolen cars.
Anyone caught stealing or breaking into
a vehicle in St. Charles County will face
mandatory jail time and higher bonds.
County Police Department investigated
148 reported vehicle thefts and
break-ins in 2020, compared to
88 reported cases in 2019 –
a 68 percent increase.
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County Executive Steve Ehlmann
Annual Report to Council 2020

