Report to the Community

A MESSAGE FROM COUNTY EXECUTIVE

STEVE EHLMANN

It has been more than a year since the first positive case and the first death from COVID-19 were documented in St. Charles
County. It ‘s been a long year for all of us with changes in how we do business, visit with friends, shop, attend church services,
celebrate holidays, and more. It has not been easy on anyone.
As your County Executive, I have done my best to make decisions regarding this pandemic that would keep our businesses
open, our students in school, and our residents safe and out of the hospitals. These decisions have been difficult and I
contemplated them at length. As is always the case, they have been popular with some, and not with others.
Instead of closing businesses, the St. Charles County Department of Public Health (DPH) let residents decide whether they
felt safe patronizing them based on precautions they were taking on their own. Instead of declaring a mask mandate that the
County did not have the personnel to enforce, we educated people on the benefits of masks and made them available to the
public. We used billboards, mailings, videos, social media and virtual meetings to educate our residents on precautions to take
to keep their families safe. Our website has reported data regarding COVID and its effect on our community. While not every
member of the County Council has agreed with every decision, I have greatly appreciated the support of a solid majority of the
Council at all times during the pandemic.
If you have been checking our website, you have certainly noticed that St. Charles County has fared much better during the
pandemic compared to the state and other communities. As you see in the chart below, our hospitalization percentage is lower,
and our death rate almost half, than that of St. Louis County. Unlike some of our neighboring jurisdictions, we have been able
to keep almost 97 percent of our workforce employed and 80 percent of our children in school since September. New home
construction in the county is better than at any time the last 12 years.
Our Public Health employees have been working non-stop for more than a year to keep up with the pace of investigating,
contact tracing, testing, quarantining and educating, and since January, have kept an arduous schedule to ensure that all
residents who want a vaccine can receive one. I am extremely proud of the dedication and diligence of our employees and
thankful for our hundreds of volunteers.
Thank you for all you do to make St. Charles County the exceptional place it is to live, work and play. Please continue to be
safe – for yourself, and for others.
Sincerely,
St. Charles County Executive

ONE-YEAR COVID-19 STATISTICS
COVID PATIENTS
HOSPITALIZED*

PERCENT OF
HOSPITALIZED IN
INTENSIVE CARE*

PERCENT OF
ESTIMATED
POPULATION
HOSPITALIZED

CONFIRMED
DEATHS**

PERCENT OF
ESTIMATED
POPULATION
DECEASED

ST. CHARLES COUNTY

2,201

27.2%

.54%

475

.12%

MISSOURI

40,808

39.2%

.66%

8,630

.14%

ST. LOUIS COUNTY

7,140

43.1%

.71%

2,141

.21%

ST. LOUIS CITY

2,247

35.2%

.77%

460

.16%

*Source: Missouri Hospital Association Regional COVID-19 Dashboard (through March 2021)
**Source: State, County and City websites (through April 14, 2021)

Students, Parents Strong Through Pandemic
St. Charles County’s five public school districts – Fort Zumwalt, Francis Howell,
St. Charles, Orchard Farm and Wentzville – are to be commended on their outstanding
efforts to keep students in school during COVID-19. While the districts provided virtual
learning for those who desired it, they worked together with the St. Charles County
Department of Public Health (DPH) to create a safe environment for in-person learning
and 80 percent of parents made that choice for their children.
In all districts, school nurses, teachers, technology departments, custodial and
maintenance workers, nutritional staff, bus drivers, clerical staff, paraprofessionals, and
administrators reimagined what school could look like with COVID-19. When large
numbers of students were forced to quarantine, the DPH worked with the schools to
adjust the regulations for students who were close contacts so they could attend school
if they wore a mask and social distanced. Later, the DPH prioritized vaccination of public
and private school personnel. We trust that these efforts will pay off when the state
administers statewide tests this spring and we compare our children’s results to other
school districts in the region.
Students at Becky-David Elementary participate in in-school learning.
Photo courtesy of the Francis Howell School District.

BY THE NUMBERS

St. Charles County Government

Through April 14, 2021

50,149

72,408

4,546
COVID Tests Administered*

Vaccine Doses Administered*

2,094,143

St. Charles County Hotline Calls

155,509

Masks Distributed

Additional PPE Distributed

Including gowns, shoe covers, sanitizer, wipes

For additional statistics,
please visit sccmo.org/COVID.
*By the St. Charles County
Department of Public Health

Residents Respond to November Crisis; Numbers Drop By January
St. Charles County residents are to be commended for their response to an alarming uptick in COVID-19 deaths, positive
cases and hospitalizations that swept across the region in November 2020 (see graph below). County government escalated its
messaging with billboards, a mass mailing, and social media to encourage residents to remain vigilant throughout the holidays
by wearing masks, social distancing, and limiting contacts. Restaurants and bars were contacted for a third time and requested to
take precautions to keep their patrons safe while the St. Charles County Department of Public Health ordered bars to close by
11 p.m. to curb a massive influx of patrons from every other jurisdiction where closing regulations already were in place.
Restaurants remained open and residents responded positively to education efforts. Deaths and positive cases in the county
leveled off in December, and when they began to decline, the order was suspended on Jan. 11, 2021.
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County Getting More Vaccine; Residents Vaccinated in Large Numbers

Vaccine Doses
Administered by DPH

The State of Missouri controls the distribution of vaccine to registered vaccinators in accordance with the federal government
plan. As a registered vaccinator, the St. Charles County Department of Public Health (DPH) receives all its vaccine from the state.
It cannot be purchased directly from the manufacturer.
The shipments of vaccine to St. Charles and
St. Louis counties were extremely limited in January
and February, as indicated by the chart, top right.
The DPH received its first shipment of approximately
400 shots on Dec. 22, and in the early months of the
vaccine distribution, the state sent more vaccine to
rural areas than to those in more populated areas.
St. Charles County was way below other counties in
the state for percentage of residents who had at least
the first dose of vaccination. Vaccine has become
more readily available in recent months and as of
April 14, 2021, St. Charles County is slightly above the
statewide average.
The DPH holds indoor vaccination Points of
Dispensing, or PODs, as well as outdoor mass
vaccination events with the Missouri National Guard,
at the Family Arena. The County will continue to hold
Second Dose or Single Dose of Johnson & Johnson
First Dose
these vaccine opportunities until all residents who
want a vaccine receive it.
St. Charles County residents work throughout the
metropolitan area, and businesses in St. Charles County
employ people who live in adjacent counties. Regional
vaccination rates affect the transmission of COVID-19, and
more particularly, the hospitalization and death rate, so
the DPH keeps a watchful eye on the region and the State.
The measure of those who have initiated vaccination gives
the DPH the best comparison since various groups have
qualified for vaccination at various times. The chart at right
shows how we compare as of April 14, 2021.
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Health, Safety of Residents and Employees Remain Top Priorities
St. Charles County initiated several projects in 2020 to improve customer service and safety of the public and employees in the
wake of COVID-19. All projects were paid for through Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding.

Construction
Renovations and modifications to the
County Administration Building, County
Justice Center (County Jail), and Department
of Public Health were made by the end
of 2020 to improve access and safety.
The improvements replaced many
temporary measures installed at the onset
of the pandemic and fulfill critical needs for
departments to continue to serve the public
safely and efficiently. For more information,
visit sccmo.org/Construction.

Electronic Check-In
Launched in October 2020, the kiosk platform, QLess, allows customers to avoid crowds and
save time when they visit key County Government departments. By downloading the app and
checking in, residents can remain at home, in their car, or tend to other business until they are
notified via text that it is time to head toward the service location. Visit sccmo.org/QLess for a
list of services available.

Drop Boxes
St. Charles County and the City of St. Charles installed secure boxes on a drive-up island on
Second Street in St. Charles for tax and bill payments, personal property assessment forms and
other items. The boxes are a safe, convenient alternative to entering government buildings.
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Law Enforcement Takes on

New Challenges
Policing During Protests:
Construction at
County Jail Assists in
COVID Safety
While major improvements still are
needed at the 30-plus-year-old St. Charles
County Justice Center (County Jail), limited
renovations were completed in 2020 to help
prevent the spread of COVID-19 throughout
the facility. The improvements, funded by
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act, provide a safer, more
secure, and sanitary environment for
staff and inmates. Those renovations and
additions include:
•

A larger and more secure booking area
(above) that provides health protection
for officers and inmates during the
booking process, allowing for proper
social distancing between arrestees
and police officers/Corrections staff.

•

Negative air pressure arrest cells to
reduce the spread of COVID-19 and
other airborne viruses between staff
and inmates.

•

Designated housing units with negative
pressure for newly arrested inmates to
spend their first 14 days so they do not
infect the general inmate population
or staff.

•

Staff personal protective equipment
(PPE) discarding area to prevent
contamination in other areas.

•

New cell doors with openings to allow
officers to pass food trays, medications,
or handcuff an inmate without direct
interaction.

•

A skybridge across Second Street in
St. Charles to provide a safe, direct
link from the jail to the 11th Judicial
Circuit Courts building for inmate
transportation.

In 2020, nine demonstrations were held
in St. Charles County after the death
of George Floyd on May 25 in
Minneapolis. Crowds between 50
and 1,500 people gathered at
these events, and sometimes
little was known about
the event prior to its
commencement.
While there were no
serious incidents,
law enforcement
prepared for a
variety of scenarios
to ensure the safety
of protesters and
residents. St. Charles
County Police
received assistance
from surrounding
agencies, including the
Missouri State Highway
Patrol. Several arrests
were made when protesters
blocked the interstate.

Vehicle Break-ins
and Thefts:
An uptick in break-ins and thefts at the
beginning of 2021 led St. Charles County Police Chief
St. Charles County
Kurt Frisz and County Prosecuting Attorney Tim Lohmar to form
Police Chief Kurt Frisz
a task force with other county police departments to combat
talks with a citizen at a
peaceful demonstration.
the growing problem. Police had made 111 arrests as of
mid-April, seized weapons and recovered stolen cars.
Lohmar says anyone who is caught stealing or breaking into a vehicle in
St. Charles County will face mandatory jail time and higher bonds.
Perpetrators target unlocked vehicles with keys/fobs and other valuables left
unsecured and in plain view. In 2020, the St. Charles County Police Department
investigated 148 reported vehicle thefts and break-ins, compared to 88
reported cases in 2019 – a 68 percent increase.
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Continued Growth Brings Infrastructure Needs
The Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT)
is responsible for building and expanding interstates
and state routes, including lettered routes. Funding
comes from Missouri registration and licensing fees,
motor vehicle sales tax, federal revenue, state general
revenue, bond proceeds, and a misnamed “gas tax,”
which is really a user fee. A strategic plan by the
Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission
(MHTC) has prioritized maintenance of the existing
system. That may be sufficient for most of Missouri’s
counties that are not growing.

% Increase in Total Jobs
St. Charles County

11.3

St. Louis County
St. Louis City

2.21
-4.9

(Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, Jan. 2015-Sept. 2020)

% of Population Growth
St. Charles County

5.26
-0.79

St. Louis County
St. Louis City

-5.78

(Source: US Census Bureau, 2015-2020)
Those that are, and especially St. Charles County,
need capacity and safety improvements. To meet those
% of MoDOT Dollars
needs, St. Charles County and its municipalities have
for Transportation
provided more than $160 million in local and federal
St. Charles County
15.6
dollars to MoDOT over the past 10 years to improve
St. Louis County
51.4
state roads within the county, including projects like
St. Louis City
13.8
Route 364 from Mid Rivers Mall Drive to I-64, the Fifth
(Source: East-West Gateway Council of Governments Transportation Improvement Program 2021-2024)
Street interchange on I-70, safety improvements on
US 61, a new interchange on I-70 in Wentzville, and
more. These projects would not have been undertaken without local government funding, and we have no regrets about
contributing local funds to these projects. But local governments have their own road systems to maintain and cannot
continue to supplement improvements or state roads.

As the graph shows, St. Charles County continues to lead the region in job and population growth; however, it lags behind
St. Louis County in allocation of state transportation dollars.
Two especially important projects the County is working on with MoDOT are the Wentzville bottleneck and I-70 Cave Springs
to Fairgrounds.

1) Wentzville Bottleneck
Wentzville is the fastest growing city in the state, and anyone who has tried to drive through there during rush hour is
familiar with the bottleneck on I-70 near the interchange of I-64/I-70/US 61. The bottleneck, which is called “the curve,” is ranked
the #1 bottleneck location in the St. Louis region by the East-West Gateway Council of Governments, and #36 in the nation.
Yet, a project to ease congestion is currently
unfunded by MoDOT. If it is not addressed, it will
have a negative impact on the entire region’s
economy.
MoDOT identified funding and included the
project in its 2021-2025 Statewide Transportation
Improvement Plan (STIP). But due to concerns
about possible revenue shortfalls, the Commission
did not adopt the draft STIP last spring and the
project remains unfunded. St. Charles County
advanced $1 million to MoDOT for conceptual
design of an improved interchange near the curve.
I-70 at Wentzville
The County has continued to work with state
officials to identify funding for this critical unfunded need and anticipates that in July 2021, the MHTC will adopt a funding
plan that will provide $35 million for the project. At the current rate of growth, we will have 30,000 more citizens in our county
before construction even begins.
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2) I-70 Cave Springs to Fairgrounds
For decades, Noah’s Ark was one of the most identifiable landmarks in St. Charles County. For its last decade, it also was the
county’s biggest eyesore. Developers were given large tax breaks to eliminate the blight and the City of St. Charles and
St. Charles County spent $20 million to redesign and rebuild the I-70 corridor from Blanchette Bridge to just beyond the
Fairgrounds interchange. The resulting Streets of St. Charles and nearby redevelopments have been a great success.
MoDOT has committed to spending $62 million to continue making improvements from Fairgrounds to the Cave Springs
interchange. County officials hope these improvements will revitalize this section of I-70. Built in 1957, it is the oldest stretch of
interstate highway in the country and the busiest in Missouri. This project will make the corridor safer and more efficient with
interchange and outer road improvements, as well as positively
impact economic growth and redevelopment, especially on the
north side of the highway where there are no outer roads.
While the county overall had seen 30 percent growth in
assessed valuation over a recent 10-year period, this segment of
I-70 from Cave Springs to Fairgrounds in St. Charles has grown
only 6.8 percent.

I-70 at Zumbehl

Data shows: (1) over the past five years, there have been
approximately 3,000 crashes (40 percent higher than
comparable interstates), (2) the interchanges are congested and
inefficient, sometimes backing up onto the interstate, and
(3) the discontinuous outer roads cannot be used to redirect
traffic when there is an accident on the interstate.

MoDOT has received comments and concerns from residents and businesses, and these are being considered as they finalize
the bid documents. MoDOT engineers will make the final decision on a design that meets all the needs identified after a
design-build process. Keep up to date by visiting i70csfg.com.
For a complete list of St. Charles County road projects funded through the County’s Transportation Improvement Plan,
visit sccmo.org/TIPRoadConstructionProjects. For County Highway Department projects, go to sccmo.org/RoadProjects.

Parks Department Sets New Attendance
Record, Opens New Amenities
Despite limiting program participants and postponing some events because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, St. Charles County parks had a record attendance year in 2020
with 4,552,044 visitors, an increase of 1,988,844 over 2019. The County’s 17 parks had
surpassed the 3 million visitors mark at the end of August.
Park programmers designed or changed classes and events to accommodate social
distancing and ensured that visitors were following protocol by monitoring and
restricting attendance in popular park areas. While the pandemic may have increased
park attendance because people needed to escape to the outdoors, several new
and recently added parks features enticed and continue to attract visitors as well,
including:
•
The largest pump track in the United States at the Youth Activity Park in 		
Dardenne Prairie.
•

The Daniel Boone Hayes Home at Matson Hill Park in Defiance.

•

The Landhaus event venue at The Park at New Melle Lakes in New Melle.

•

The Veterans Memorial Garden at Veterans Tribute Park in Weldon Spring.
Pump Track at the Youth Activity Park
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Pump Track at the Youth Activity Park
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To contact a Council member,
call 636-949-7530 or
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SCOTT SHIPMAN
Assessor

MICHELLE MCBRIDE
Collector of Revenue

TIM LOHMAR
Prosecuting Attorney

JOE CRONIN
District 1

KURT BAHR
Director of Elections

MARY DEMPSEY
Recorder of Deeds

MIKE ELAM
District 3

DAVE HAMMOND
District 4

TERRY HOLLANDER
District 5

NANCY SCHNEIDER
District 6

JOHN WHITE
District 7

SCOTT LEWIS
Sheriff

QUICK LINKS
Pay Tax Bills Online
stcharlesmocollector.org

Personal Property Assessment Forms
sccmo.org/AssessmentForm

Merchant License Renewal
sccmo.org/Licenses

Partial and Advance Payments for Tax Bills
sccmo.org/PartialAdvancePayments

County Annual Budgets
sccmo.org/Budgets

Subscribe to E-Newsletters, News Releases and More
sccmo.org/NotifyMe

Property Search Database
https://lookups.sccmo.org/assessor/form

County Audit Reports
sccmo.org/AuditReports

Certificate of Non-Assessment (Tax Waiver) Online Services Available
sccmo.org/TaxWaiver
sccmo.org/OnlineServices

JOE BRAZIL
District 2

