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A few years ago it was reported that only 3.65 percent of St. Charles
County families had an income below the poverty level. Only a handful of
counties in the U.S. had a poverty rate of less than 4 percent, so I received calls
from the media inquiring “Why has your ‘war on poverty’ been so successful?” I
explained it was not because we were purposely waging a “war” or growing government in the county. Indeed, since I became county executive in 2007, when adjusted
for inflation and population growth, the county budget has actually declined by 4.6
percent, while the federal budget has increased by 10.8 percent over the same time
period. I think our community is as successful as it is because our citizens are
self-reliant; care about education; have strong families and high lifestyle standards.
Indeed, the concept of self-reliance is alive and thriving in St. Charles County. After the recent
tornado, even before fire crews were able to check every residence, neighbors were checking on each other.
Before the county Highway Department was able to clear tree debris from streets, friends were helping
friends clear downed trees. While county Emergency Management provided assistance, floodwaters from
the Mississippi River this spring were held back as much as possible because hundreds volunteered to
sandbag. Thousands of volunteers allow our not-for-profit organizations to provide services to those who
cannot help themselves.
This level of self-reliance extends to the value our citizens place on education. Our public and
private schools are successful because administration and staff do a great job, but also because students are
motivated to learn by parents who are motivated to participate in their child’s education. As a result, over
92 percent of our students graduate from high school and over 34 percent of them graduate from college.
The unemployment rate for individuals with less than a high school diploma is 19 percent while it is 10.9
percent for high school graduates and 3.5 percent for those with a Bachelor’s degree or higher. Education is
obviously important to success, and the sacrifices citizens make for their education work to make the
unemployment rate in St. Charles County lower than the region, state or country. The county’s
unemployment rate was at 6 percent, compared to 7.7 percent for the St. Louis Metropolitan Area and 8.4
percent for the U.S.
Strong families and smart lifestyle choices further impact our community. A parent forced to raise
children alone is more likely to end up in poverty. Fortunately, our teen birth rates have been on the
decline for years, single parent households are low, and when divorces are granted by our courts every effort
is made to ensure support from both parents. Our Sheriff and Health departments also work to discourage
substance abuse, but when those efforts are unsuccessful, our Circuit Court has one of the best drug court
programs in the country. Almost 63 percent of county expenditures go to law enforcement, courts and
corrections; however, since much crime is associated with drugs and alcohol, the fact that our citizens make
smart lifestyle choices helps keep our crime rate low. Crime was down in most categories in 2012 compared
to 2011, and calls for service also decreased by three percent. In the end it comes down to personal choices,
and it is clear that most county residents are making the right choices. In fact, for the fourth consecutive
year, St. Charles County was ranked among the healthiest in Missouri in a national study.
Most of our citizens expect and deserve competent government on all levels, but they do not rely on
it solely for their welfare. They recognize that there are some problems that cannot be solved by
government but require each citizen to be responsible for their own behavior. To that end, most of our
citizens avoid the high risk behaviors that can lead to poverty or crime. They choose lifestyles that minimize
the chances for school drop-outs, single-parent families, substance abuse, and crime. Some believe our
affluence allows us to make these choices. I would argue our lifestyle choices are the key to our affluence.
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Spotlight on...

Left to right: Aerial view of damage on Haversham Dr.; Governor Jay Nixon talks with residents June 1; turning tree debris into mulch at the Family Arena.

Lessons from the May 31 storm

What you and your family can do to be prepared for whatever Mother Nature has in store
Spring 2013 was a challenge – for the first time ever
St. Charles County was confronted with a destructive tornado
and flooding at the same time.
“We were extremely fortunate that there were no major
injuries or fatalities resulting from these events,” said Captain
Dave Todd, director of the St. Charles County Sheriff’s Department Emergency Management Division (EMD). “Residents
listened to the warnings on the radio, storm alert radios, outdoor sirens and TV, kept an eye on the situations, and took the
appropriate actions.”
If there’s anything that natural disasters teach citizens
and local governments and municipalities, it’s the importance
of being prepared, having a plan for various situations and staying alert. While residents were prepared in many ways for this
spring’s weather, it’s good practice to review plans and prepare
in case of a future event. EMD encourages residents to follow
the “Ready in 3” program from the Missouri Department of
Health and Senior Services:

1. Create a plan – No one knows when the next tornado,

flood, earthquake or other disaster may happen. You may not be
at home, and your family may not be together. You will want to
plan for various emergency scenarios, from natural disasters to
a fire to a terrorist threat, including:
• What to do if your family is separated during an
emergency;
• What to do if you are at home;
• What to do if you have to evacuate, including where to
go and how to get there.
While working on your plans, it is also a good time to:
• Know where utility turnoffs are located in your home;
• Review your home insurance policy to fully understand
what is and isn’t covered;
• Determine how you would handle tree and other storm
debris on your property;
• Get other important paperwork and phone numbers in
order and accessible.
During planning, keep in mind that if your home sustains major

structural damage you may not be able to go inside to retrieve
belongings or survey your damage right away. “In the case of a
severe tornado or earthquake, it’s hard to tell what is structually
sound,” said Rocky Morgan, director of the county’s Division
of Building Code Enforcement. “After a disaster, don’t plan on
going into your home until it has been evaluated and determined to be safe.” Also, if you have to make repairs to your
home after a natural disaster, be aware that you may have to get
permits for structural or electrical repairs and your contractors
should be licensed. Planning is a good time to familiarize yourself with the county’s and/or your municipality’s guidelines.

2. Prepare an emergency kit – Supply your family and pets
with materials to sustain them with necessities for at least three
days. Your kit, which should be kept in a waterproof, portable
container that can be easily carried, should include a batterypowered radio (in case of a power outage), flashlight, extra
batteries, prescription medicine if needed, and a first aid kit.

3. Listen for information – Stay calm and listen to your ra-

dio or TV for news. Take any warnings or advice from officials
seriously. Also, during tests or tornado warnings, don’t count
on hearing outdoor warning sirens inside your home.
“Outdoor siren systems are designed as an alert system
to warn people outdoors, not people inside buildings,” said Ina
McCaine-Obenland, EMD operations coordinator. “During
severe weather, listen to alerts on the radio and TV, or consider
buying a NOAA weather radio.”

Storm and Flood Facts
County Highway Department crews worked 20,000 hours
picking up an estimated 46,000 tons of tree debris from
the May 31 storm.
The cost to St. Charles County for response to the storm
and flood and for damage to county facilities is over
$2 million.
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Perfect progress

Phase 3 of the Page Extension moves at record pace along with other exciting transportation projects
On cover, top left: County Executive Steve Ehlmann and Grace Nichols at the
Gutermuth Road bridge ribbon cutting ceremony on Aug. 30. At left:
Gutermuth Road bridge construction (photo courtesy of the Missouri
Department of Tranportation).

From one end of the county to another, transportation
improvement projects are moving along at record pace thanks to
the partnership efforts of state and local officials.
On May 22, officials broke ground on the third phase
of the Route 364 Page Extension. The $118.2 million designbuild roadway project, awarded to Page Constructors, includes
construction of a four-lane divided highway from Mid Rivers
Mall Drive to I-64 in St. Charles County and is expected to be
completed by Nov. 2014. The county persuaded its municipalities to team together to fund $57 million of the project, with the
Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) funding $61.2
million.
Already the new Gutermuth Road bridge over the Page
Extension opened in Cottleville on Aug. 30. The Bryan Road
bridge is expected to open in Nov. 2013, and other sections will
open in late summer/early fall 2014. When completed, Phase
3 will handle 50,000 cars per day, helping moms and dads get
home to their kids faster at night. For updates and more information about the project, visit www.modot.org/Route364.
County Executive Steve Ehlmann worked with Ed Hassinger, chief engineer for MoDOT; Grace Nichols, outgoing chair
of the Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission; Don
Boehmer, director of intergovernmental affairs for St. Charles
County; and John Greifzu, transportation director for St. Charles
County, to bring Phases 2 and 3 of the Page Extension to fruition.
“We would not be standing here today without this
man’s leadership and vision for the region,” said Greg Horn,
MoDOT’s interim district engineer, of Ehlmann during the
Gutermuth Road bridge ribbon cutting ceremony.
On Aug. 24, 2013, MoDOT opened the Blanchette
Bridge two months ahead of schedule. The $64 million rehabilitation of the westbound bridge had the highway reduced to three
lanes in each direction starting in Nov. 2012. Greifzu pointed to
the cooperation of federal, state and local governments and officials, businesses and citizens for the project’s success.
“It’s amazing what can be done and how quickly a project can be done when there is a true partnership,” he said.
With the Blanchette Bridge open and construction on the
Page Extension moving rapidly along, residents can also look
forward to the start and completion of other transportation projects to make roads more efficient and safer:
I-70 Mid Rivers Mall Drive Diverging Diamond
Interchange – This interchange is set to open in Nov. 2013. The
innovative design will greatly reduce congestion in the area.
St. Charles County was able to advance the funds to MoDOT to
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complete the project before 2015 thanks to the 1/2 cent Transportation Sales Tax reauthorized by voters, which generates approximately $20 million a year for road improvement projects.
Safety improvements to U.S. Highway 61 – St. Charles
County, in conjunction with MoDOT and the City of Wentzville,
received approval in March for a $14 million funding partnership
to improve the safety of the highway. Design work is anticipated
to start this year and construction will begin in 2016.
Safety improvements to Missouri Route N – MoDOT and the
East-West Gateway Council of Governments, where Ehlmann
serves on the board, approved funding to provide solutions for
safety issues along Route N to make it a more forgiving highway.
Crissy Holmes with Shoulders for Safety (SOS) – Phase II,
a group of citizens advocating for shoulders along this stretch
of road, is happy about the upcoming improvements. “County
Executive Ehlmann heard our case, this project was made a
priority and MoDOT and the Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission really gave it the attention it deserves. We
are beyond thrilled that it’s going to happen and that it’s going to
happen so quickly. It was a community effort,” she said.
Gateway Green Light – In another joint effort between
St. Charles County, its municipalities and MoDOT, the countywide traffic signal coordination plan will enable signals to operate in a seamless manner to expedite travel, and will allow for
real-time traffic monitoring for motorists via social media. The
system is to be fully operational in 2014.

Thank you
Grace!

St. Charles County would like to
extend a huge thank you to Grace
Nichols for her work as chair of the
Missouri Highways and
Transportation Commission from
2008-2013. Her leadership and
partnership with St. Charles County led to tremendous growth
and development of our road system. Photo courtesy of the
Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission.

What’s new

in County Government...

Online registration has returned for St. Charles County Parks!

The St. Charles County Parks and Recreation Department has launched a new, convenient
method for guests to reserve park facilities and register for activities online. The system,
powered by Active Networks Inc., features the latest online reservations technology with
a centralized booking site and a secure online payment processing center. This new userfriendly system makes it easier than ever for visitors to make a reservation 24 hours a day,
any day of the year. To access online reservations, visit http://www.stccparks.org and click
on the Register Online Go! button on the department’s homepage. Guests without computers
or those who prefer to use the phone may contact the St. Charles County Parks Department
at (636) 949-7535, and staff will be able to use the new system to help callers with reservations.

Applying for a marriage license just got a little easier

Couples getting married in Missouri can now complete a pre-application online through
the St. Charles County Recorder of Deeds website. The pre-application form can be found
by going to the Recorder of Deeds website, http://recorder.sccmo.org. From this page, select
“Marriage License Information” on the left, then click on the link titled
“Pre-Application Form” to begin entering the information. Please note: Internet Explorer is
required to access the form.

Soccer and hockey return to the Family Arena!

The St. Louis Ambush held a press conference June 18 at the
Family Arena to announce the return of professional soccer to
the community. Former St. Louis Steamer Daryl Doran (far left)
will be the head coach and the home opener will be Nov. 22 at
the Family Arena. Visit www.stlouisambush.com for info about
tickets and more.

On July 2, the St. Charles Chill, a member of the Central Hockey
League, debuted its new jersey design (above right) and introduced its first players. Head Coach and General Manager Jamie Rivers is preparing the team for the home opener on Oct. 19. For
the game schedule and more, visit www.stcharleschill.com.

Pay your taxes and lend a helping hand in 2014 through Project CARE

You will be able to make the lives of people in our community a little brighter when you
pay your personal property and real estate taxes next year. Project CARE (Community
Assistance Relief Effort) has been established through an effort led by County
Council Member Joe Cronin. Administered by the County Collector and supported by
the county’s Community Assistance Board (CAB), the project will support the nonprofit
agencies that serve residents in need and receive support from the county’s Indigent
Fund. All you’ll need to do is check a box on your statement to make a voluntary
donation in addition to your payment. Stay tuned!

St. Charles County earns StormReady® honor

At the Sept. 9 St. Charles County Council meeting, the
National Weather Service honored the county for
completing rigorous criteria necessary to become a
StormReady® community. StormReady® communities must
meet rigorous criteria for severe weather warnings,
monitoring, education, training and plans. There are more
than 2,100 StormReady® communities across the country.
“With no deaths or serious injuries resulting from the May 31
tornado, it is clear that our preparations and plans worked,” said County Executive Steve Ehlmann.
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Keeping our community

safe

The severe tornado and flooding this summer brought
the need for St. Charles County’s new Emergency Radio Communications System home for local first responders. In an update about the new system given during the St. Charles County
Council Work Session on Aug. 26, Cottleville Fire Protection
District Chief Rob Wylie and St. Charles County Sheriff Tom
Neer spoke about the challenges their departments faced after
the May 31 tornado, and how the new system will improve
daily communications.
Wylie, who served as incident commander, said that
the first challenge on May 31 was understanding the enormity
of the storm. “Almost immediately with the existing system,
communications became a real challenge,” he said.
The overwhelming volume of calls to dispatch and lack
of cell phone service were just part of the difficulties first
responders encountered. “Everyone was on different (radio)
frequencies and it was hard to coordinate activities,” said
Wylie. “With the new radio system, it (response) will come
together faster and in a way that is more coordinated.”
Neer said the Sheriff’s Department faced similar challenges after the storm and is eagerly awaiting the new system.
“It’s been a long time coming, The most difficult facet of public
service and public safety in this county is the inability of first
responders from different agencies to be able to communicate
with each other,” he said.
The county’s new system is part of a larger system being implemented concurrently in both St. Louis and Jefferson
counties, increasing the capability of the entire metropolitan
St. Louis area in responding to major disasters. For the first
time ever, first responders across different departments and
municipalities will be able to communicate with each other and
the system will provide better coverage, improving the level
of service to residents. Today, each municipality in the county
operates its own system. These systems have coverage gaps,
are becoming obsolete, and cannot be modified to meet Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) mandates that went into
effect at the beginning of this year.
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Construction begins on new Emergency
Radio Communications System towers;
sheriff, fire chief express need

On cover, middle left: Tower construction at Indian Camp Creek Park
location. From left to right: Staging of the county’s equipment at Motorola’s
headquarters (photo courtesy of Motorola); construction begins on a tower at
St. Peters Howell Road.

The new system will allow first responders to communicate with one another directly through a task or work group
assigned for an incident. “(Currently) EMS, fire and the State
Highway Patrol, we can’t talk to each other. This will be beneficial on an everyday basis,” said Wylie. “If we work an accident and have to shut down a lane of traffic, I have to call my
dispatcher, who gets on the phone to call the Highway Patrol’s
dispatcher, who gets on the radio to call a State Trooper…It’s
too late.”
The county’s contracted vendor for the system, Motorola Solutions, engineered a 12-site tower design for the system.
Testing at Motorola’s headquarters from June 24-26 of the
computer equipment and software that operate the Emergency
Radio Communications System was successful. Currently, towers at four county-owned properties are complete:
• St. Charles County’s Sheriff Office at 101 Sheriff
Dierker Court, O’Fallon
• St. Charles County’s Highway Shed at 2480 St. Peters
Howell Road, St. Peters
• St. Charles County’s Indian Camp Creek Park, 1594
Dietrich Road, Foristell
• St. Charles County’s future Barnard Park at 3785 S.
Point Prairie Road, Wentzville
All tower sites are on county-owned properties or were
acquired from willing sellers. Tower construction is expected
to be complete by Feb. 1, 2014. Testing of the system will then
take place between April-July 2014, and transfer to the new
system is expected to occur by Aug. 2014.
For future updates and more information about the system, including a full list of tower sites, click on the “Emergency
Radio Communications System” button on the homepage of the
county’s website, www.sccmo.org.
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St. Charles County has not been a stranger
to funeral protests by the Westboro Baptist
Church. In most cases, its members protest military funerals across the country
with handmade posterboard signs featuring incredibly offensive language, most
of which is not suitable for print. In my
opinion, no reasonable or logical person
could put together any explanation as to
why this group would carry on in such a
disrespectful, hateful manner. Their logic
made no sense at all to me. However, they
were able to protest at funerals because
the law at the time allowed them to do so.
In Nov. 2010, I sponsored a bill with the
support of the County Council and County
Executive to prohibit protesting an hour
before and an hour after a funeral and to
keep protesters 300 feet away from any
funeral on the grounds that a family deserves privacy. In Jan. 2011, members of
Westboro Baptist Church came to protest
St. Charles County’s ordinance and were
basically run out of town by our citizens.
Shortly after the ordinance was passed,
two members of the church filed a lawsuit
against St. Charles County, stating that the
ordinance violates their First Amendment
free speech, religious liberty and assembly
rights. The church members asserted that
“they picket near certain funerals, including those of American soldiers, to publish
their beliefs that God is punishing America for its failure to obey God’s Word...”
On Aug. 20, 2013, the U.S. District Court
in St. Louis dismissed the lawsuit.
I think this is a great victory for
St. Charles County. Families should be
able to mourn the loss of a loved one
without having hateful and disrespectful
protest activities nearby. I am proud of the
freedoms the First Amendment provides,
but there are boundaries that should not be
crossed.

For many reasons, St. Charles County is a
wonderful place to live. As a county
resident, you have great resources available; however, knowing where to find
these resources and get answers to questions can be a challenge. One of the best
places to start is the county’s website at
www.sccmo.org. Here are some things I
recommend checking out:
• On the home page you’ll see the
county’s Calendar of Events, along
with the latest news. Along the top
of the page you’ll find drop down
menus to help you navigate to the department or the information you are
seeking. One of the resources I like
is the GIS mapping software located
under the “Resident” tab - Maps and
Data. This software features aerial
views of the county, polling locations, property assessment information and more.
• To help you stay in touch and informed, take a second to sign up for
the county’s e-newsletters on the left
side of the home page. Also, mouse
over to the icon for the county’s
Facebook page, facebook.com/
StCharlesCountyMo. “Like” the
page and come back often! While
you’re at it, check out some of the
county’s other social media sites:
youtube.com/SCCMOTV; facebook.
com/YouthActivityPark; and twitter.
com/scchealth.
• To help make your life easier, you
can file your personal property
declaration and pay your personal
property taxes online. Check out the
Assessor and Collector of Revenue’s
pages for more information.
There’s so much more to discover at
www.sccmo.org, so log on and play
around!

If you drove past Lindenwood since July,
you’ve likely noticed quite a bit of construction going on across the street. This
construction is the first phase of University Commons, an exciting new retail and
student housing development project that
will have a positive impact on our community.
University Commons is made possible
thanks to the cooperation of an entire team
of players. The City of St. Charles worked
with Desco Group, Lindenwood University, St. Joseph Hospital, the U.S. Postal
Service and the St. Charles County Road
Board to develop a plan for University
Commons, which at 15 acres is the largest
redevelopment area in St. Charles. The
development will be anchored by a new,
larger Schnucks grocery store to replace
the location on Duchesne Drive. The plan
also envisions a national pharmacy and
other tenants which will be announced
in the future. Lindenwood plans to add
student housing to an area adjacent to the
retail development, and the St. Charles
County Road Board and the City of
St. Charles have worked together to
design an extension of West Clay to move
through this area.
Beyond new stores, housing and road
development, University Commons will
benefit our community in two ways. Once
complete, it is anticipated that this project
will add $280,000 annually in real estate
taxes. More importantly, the development
is expected to create 250 new jobs.
Construction is expected to be completed
by mid-2014. For more information on
this project, visit www.stcharlescitymo.
gov and go to Departments - Economic
Development.
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Peace of mind

Sheriff, Community Health implement Care Trak system
On cover, bottom left: Deputy Steve Case demonstrates the Care Trak tracking system.
At left: Care Trak wrist transmitter (photo courtesy of Deputy Steve Case).

One of the worst nightmares for families who have
a loved one with a medical diagnosis of a disease that may
cause them to become disoriented or confused and wander
away is the fear that he or she will do just that – an act which
can result in devastating consequences. The St. Charles County Sheriff’s Department, in cooperation with the St. Charles
County Department of Community Health, has launched a
new program to help give families a little more peace of mind.
The department has purchased a Care Trak telemetry
tracking system to find lost individuals with special needs who
are wearing Care Trak wrist transmitters. The system allows
deputies to track an individual wearing a wrist transmitter
from one mile away on the ground and five miles from the
air. The waterproof wrist transmitters are programmed with a
unique frequency for each individual, which is then
programmed into the tracking system to help pinpoint an
individual’s location.
Families and caregivers who want to participate in the
program can contact the Department of Community Health to
request an application. A one-time fee of $250 submitted with
the application covers the cost of the program and equipment.
To qualify for the program, an individual must be a resident of
St. Charles County; have a medical diagnosis that has or may
cause wandering such as Alzheimer’s disease or a developmental disability; a 24-hour caregiver; and no access to a

vehicle if able to drive. The caregiver(s) also has to commit to
daily wrist transmitter battery checks, record the checks in a log,
and bring the log into the Department of Community Health and
the Environment every two months to get a new battery. Batteries cost $5.50 every two months or $33 annually. Should an
individual wander away and become lost in the St. Louis Area,
their caregiver(s) would call 911 and notify the dispatcher that
he/she has a Care Trak wrist transmitter.
The Care Trak system is the first in the St. Louis area
on the Missouri side. Deputy Steve Case heard about the system
and brought the idea to Sheriff Tom Neer and the Department of
Community Health. “After talking with the parents of my son’s
friends and going through autism support groups, I saw how
scary it is for families. This is a valuable service that the Sheriff’s Department can provide that is worth every dollar spent and
then some,” said Deputy Case.
“We are proud to bring this system to St. Charles County,” said Neer. “My wish for families and caregivers is that our
deputies never have to use it, but we are ready if it is necessary.
It is another tool the Sheriff’s Department has to help keep residents safe.”
For more information about the application process,
contact Shelly Reynolds at the Department of Community Health
at (636) 949-7400, or mreynolds@sccmo.org.

