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Where the Money Goes and
Our Return on Investment
The chart below details where funds from St. Charles County’s ½-cent Transportation Sales Tax have been used over
the past 36 years. They are spent throughout the county, with nearly 99 percent going toward construction of roads
and bridges.

Wentzville (15.6%)

St. Peters (16.1%)

History of the Transportation Sales Tax
St. Charles County’s ½-cent Transportation Sales Tax first was enacted by voters in 1985, and has been
reauthorized three times — in 1994, 2004 and 2012. Funds are used for traffic relief, roadway safety
improvements, and to construct, reconstruct and repair roads, bridges, and transportation infrastructure
within St. Charles County.
Funds from the ½-cent Transportation Sales Tax are administered by the St. Charles County Road Board, a
12-member citizen advisory commission whose members are appointed by the County Executive and
approved by the County Council. There is a representative from each of the seven County Council districts
and five members representing municipalities. The Road Board evaluates and recommends road and bridge
projects that are included in a three-year Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP), which is submitted to the
County Executive and County Council for approval.

Unincorporated
County (17.8%)
St. Charles (17.1%)

“Because of the continued support of our residents, the county has benefitted from more than $1 billion in
public transportation improvements and has built or improved 1,110 miles of St. Charles County roads over
the past 36 years,” says St. Charles County Executive Steve Ehlmann. “The tax helps make travel in the county
safer, more reliable and less congested, and it is important that we continue to use these tax dollars to
improve our infrastructure as the county continues to grow. I join the County Council in thanking everyone
who has supported this tax over the years.”

Administration (1.3%)
Cottleville (3.3%)
Dardenne Prairie (2.5%)

Pictured, above:
Construction on Phase III of
the Page Avenue Extension at
Mid Rivers Mall Drive, 2014

Lake Saint Louis (3.5%)
Augusta, Defiance, Flint Hill, Foristell,
New Melle, St. Paul, Portage Des Sioux
and West Alton (0.5%)

O’Fallon (20.1%)

Right:
County officials celebrate the
grand opening of Phase III, from
Route K to I-64, Oct. 4, 2014.

Weldon Spring (2.2%)
Read more about how your transportation sales tax dollars are spent:
• Gateway Green Light (sccmo.org/GGL)
• Smart Infrastructure (sccmo.org/SmartInfrastructure)
• Wentzville Curve (bit.ly/WentzvilleParkwaytoRouteZ)
• MoDOT St. Charles County Projects (bit.ly/MoDOTStCharlesCountyProjects)
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Projects funded by the County’s ½-cent
Transportation Sales Tax since 1985
Total project funding:
80% County, 20% municipalities
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Heritage Ramps
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COMPLETED

GOAL: Improved access to Heritage Crossing/
North St. Peters Parkway/Route 364
COST: $2.8 million; $1.4 million from County’s
½-cent Transportation Sales Tax

Route 94 Widening
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IN PROGRESS

GOAL: Improved capacity, safety and mobility
on Route 94 from Route 364/Muegge
Road to I-70
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COST: $3 million; $1.2 million from County’s
½-cent Transportation Sales Tax
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David Hoekel Parkway

IN PROGRESS

GOAL: Relieve congestion on Wentzville
Parkway and provide a new
interchange and access to I-70
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Route 364/Page Avenue Extension
COMPLETED

GOAL: New route between St. Louis County and
St. Charles County to relieve congestion on I-64 and I-70
COST: $700 million; $35 million from County’s ½-cent
Transportation Sales Tax
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COST: $40 million; $25 million from County’s
½-cent Transportation Sales Tax
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Route K/I-70 Interchange
IN PROGRESS

GOAL: Improved traffic flow and safety
COST: $20 million; $10 million from County’s
½-cent Transportation Sales Tax
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Gutermuth Road Interchange
COMPLETED

GOAL: Access to and from Route 364 between
Mid Rivers Mall Drive and Route K
COST: $8 million; $4 million from County’s ½-cent
Transportation Sales Tax

NEXT STEPS: Challenges for the Future
The Wentzville ‘Curve’
There’s great news when it comes to the
Wentzville “curve” on I-70 near the interchange
of I-64/I-70/US 61! After years of advocating by
County officials for additional lanes, the project
has finally been approved for funding. The
Missouri Department of Transportation
(MoDOT) identified funding for the $39 million
project and it recently was approved by the
East-West Gateway Council of Governments
(EWGCOG). Construction will begin in 2023.
This stretch of I-70 is ranked the #1 bottleneck
in the St. Louis region by the EWGCOG and
was ranked #36 for truck bottlenecks in the
nation in 2017. The goal of the project is to
improve the capacity, safety, and reliability
of I-70 between Wentzville Parkway and I-64.
The project will shift I-70 to the southeast, add
lanes and replace the existing Norfolk Southern
Railroad (NSRR) bridge over I-70. The existing
bridges over Route Z/Church Street will also be
widened as part of this project.
Originally constructed in the 1950s, this portion
of the interstate no longer is capable of reliably
handling the traffic volumes. The proposed
improvements at the Wentzville “curve” are vital
to keep traffic moving, but there also are
problems at the interchange of I-64/I-70/US 61
that contribute to the congestion and safety
issues. To address these issues, St. Charles
County is working with MoDOT and has
advanced $1 million from its ½-cent
Transportation Sales Tax funds for a traffic
study to determine the improvements needed.
This study will be completed in early 2022.

INFRASTRUCTURE:

How It
All Ties
Together

As St. Charles County roads, highways and bridges are
improved, more and more people are calling the county home.
Recently released data from the 2020 U.S. Census shows
St. Charles County’s population at 405,262, an increase of
12.4 percent over the past 10 years. In comparison, St. Louis
County grew 0.5 percent in total population, St. Louis City lost
5.5 percent, and Missouri overall grew 2.8 percent. St. Charles
County remains one of the fastest growing counties and is the
third largest in Missouri, behind St. Louis and Jackson
counties. Infrastructure is the link to our success in many areas:

Economic Development

Wentzville Curve,
1965

St. Charles County’s economy continues to benefit from the County’s investment in roads, bridges, and
transportation infrastructure. The County’s ½-cent Transportation Sales Tax has been used to construct roads
needed to support operations for the county’s top four employers: Amazon (6,150 employees), MasterCard
Worldwide (3,815 employees), Wentzville General Motors Assembly Plant (3,764 employees), and Citigroup
(2,400 employees). St. Charles County is the growth leader in jobs in the St. Louis region with an estimated
9,000 public and private employers. Despite the uncertainty the Coronavirus pandemic brought to communities
everywhere, St. Charles County continued to see additional commercial real estate development. Through
September 2021, commercial building permits are 28 percent above 2020, and cost for those projects is
9 percent higher than the previous year.

More Jobs/Low Unemployment
In the past 10 years, award-winning startups, high-tech companies, and global giants have moved to St. Charles
County because of easy access to major roads and interstates. With these new businesses come more jobs in a
variety of positions – from entry level to executive – making the county a great place to work. Figures from
September 2021 show the county’s rate at 2.5 percent, the lowest in surrounding counties, and lower than
St. Louis City (4.1 percent), St. Louis County (3 percent), Missouri (2.9 percent) and the U.S. (4.6 percent).

Attracting Residents
The ability to shop and work close to home via excellent roads is a contributing factor in the county’s population
growth. And the ability for businesses to provide the goods and services residents want and need provides quality
of life for St. Charles County residents. Single- and multi-family new housing permits have been steady for more
than 10 years, even rising during the pandemic. The County Assessor’s 2021 reassessment totals show the total
increase in reassessment value of residential properties grew 8.8 percent from 2020-2021.
Wentzville Curve,
2021

Route N/West of I-64
This area has and continues to change rapidly with new homes and additional retail. St. Charles County provided MoDOT
with $1.5 million from the County’s 1/2-cent Transportation Sales Tax to assess the needs and recommend improvement to
the corridor.
MoDOT’s study, in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration, recommended expansion of the corridor to a six-lane
roadway from the I-64/Route 364 interchange to Sommers Road and a four-lane road west from Sommers to South Point Prairie
Road. The estimated cost of construction is more than $100 million. St. Charles County will work with state and federal officials
to identify funds for the project.

Pavement Conditions
There is an ongoing need to reconstruct roadways built in the 1980s and 1990s that are reaching end of life, and funding from
municipalities is limited. Based on recent pavement condition studies, the total cost to improve this aging infrastructure is over
$173 million. The County’s 1/2-cent Transportation Sales Tax provides a significant portion of the funds necessary to continue
this work.

Remaining Safe
While the population has increased and an improved infrastructure on major highways brings more visitors into
St. Charles County, overall crime has decreased. The St. Charles County Police Department, in partnership with the
Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, police departments throughout the county, and the Missouri State Highway Patrol,
works diligently to keep the county safe.

% Increase or Decrease in Crime Rates

St. Charles County - Jan. 1-Oct. 19, 2021 vs. Jan. 1-Oct. 19, 2020
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KEEPING

Your Transportation
Dollars in Motion
Over the past 10 years, state revenues from gasoline purchases have not kept up with inflation and losses
due to more fuel-efficient and electric vehicles. MoDOT reduced its workforce, decreased mowing and litter
pick-up, closed offices, and it stopped construction of new roads and prioritized maintenance of existing
roads and bridges — favoring areas like the City of St. Louis that have more existing infrastructure (while
losing population) over growing areas like St. Charles County.
To fill the gap, the County committed $122 million from its ½-cent Transportation Sales Tax fund to 32
MoDOT projects. This included the construction of shoulders on rural roads, work to reduce congestion at
busy interchanges, and safety improvements on state lettered and numbered routes. This significant local
contribution has kept construction going in St. Charles County while major projects in other areas of the
state have been put on hold.

How We Stack Up
St. Charles County
% Increase in Total Jobs

(Source: MERIC in cooperation with
U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor
Statistics, 2014-2020)

% Increase in Population

(Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Census)

% of MoDOT Dollars for Transportation
(Source: East-West Gateway Council of
Governments, 2010-2021)
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